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By nbw the dart and dm of the Punjab elections 
mu*fe have settled do* a The'Akalis must have 
• i'MUsed thsir folly of boycotting The Congress had 
coated theii e arliet stand of last year and have 
;TMQed a bump?! harvest of successful electioneering. 
The illusory election on the pbenominal- success 
should, by now, be replaced by the realities of the 
stupendous task lying ahead in restoring normalcy in 
the trouble -to en region If the Congress are sincere 
in their intentions they should commence with a 
■•public cteda ration of Tegret about the blunders 
committed in the past culminating in tregic happe- 
nings of 1984. The newly forned government should 
ptdm their Joins to Undertake the task of reconstr- 
uction irrespective of their fragile achievements in 
fas, tame nemocratie process, which has brought them 
jnto power* r 

It needs to be explained why the process has 

^een called Lame. As It is not compulsory for a 

^ter to take part in the elect on, and there is plenty 

jf room for reporting to numerous smi-practices, 
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the resultant outsonie of the exercise is not so 
healthy. In rhe recent elections to total electorate in 
the Punjab number. 1.31 erore out of which a 
mesgie £& 5 • . .. • lakhs . have . ■ . exercib z& their 
right with pi x centage aft low as 
21,7 against ..the governments cjaira of 28 .per cent. 
Out of !£$.5 lakhs polled Congtess party has won. 87 
Yidhan sabha s sfcs with 14 lakh votes (i 0*68 percent) 
and 12 ififc Ss&ha seats with 13.62 lakh votes (10.55 
per, cent),. Has the government elected with less the a 
11 pet cent of tote! electorate any. right to aule o**f 
S9 per cent voters ? ..... : .-.:. -' 

. ■ This short 1 coming can, however/ be conddiaedrf 
the newly f erased government beaded by Sbii Be nt 
Singh proves its sincet tty by redressing the long, 
standing grievances of the region m the present 
situation when there is- Congress government ' in 
power at . the. Centre as well ..as in .Haiyana, ' 
Undex these circumstances it shall be unwise and 
unbecoming ifoi the Ak&lis or any other opposition 
party to deprive the new government of the oppor- 
tunity to prove' its credentials by serving the cause 
of Punjab and Nation and restore norrcaky 'in the 
region. 8? Congress M L As and 12 M Ps can f Getts- : " 
inly infioence a large number of people in the 
Punjab and can help to solve the entire Punjab/ 
Sikh ptebJern* Thoee who have not voted because of 
fear or any other reason can be convinced that an 
elected government has come to power and their 
grievances can 'be t&keh care of by them. The 



Central govern meat ?an now act immediately to look 
into, ths demands of fchi indicants and try to per- 
suade them to come to negotiating table, The 
accords reached in tb > p-^st can also be implemented 
now by taking the new government into confidence. 

The newly installed state -government can push 
through tne pending programme?,, -assuage the 
iiajured feelinis of the .A kalis .and militants and 
also carry along the people who did not participate 
in the ejection process-*: 'The- \Pbatae. Minister can 
issue directives to the new government in clear and 
un-ambiguous terms to redeem the election pledges. 
Civil and police administration has to be strengthened 
and f teed from atl corruption. Dialogue has to be 
initiated with the opponents to find ^ays to bring 
the state back to nafmoky. It is hoped that in 
such a constructive 'exercise the opposition parties 
shall not present any obstacles. Congress has sot 
this golden opportunity to implement t.be Rajiv- 

loAgOfal Accord in toto. -Such peiietisance 
of the government would force the 
Akalxs to regret , their decision . to boycpr 
the polls, . State government should , he assured of 
full support by the Centre to soothe, the hurt 
feelings of the Punjabis^ thereby weaning the 
misguided elements from militancy Now the tim?. 
s ripe to formulate a package ©f measures esevri- 
j.ged in the hand bill 5 Some Loud-thinking on 

imjab/Sikb Problem'' encoamassing'- gfa? ■■■whole 
amtxt.Qi intricacies as outlined hereeitei- The 



Congsess government can regain the lustre and over- 
come • many • of its handicaps. Tt shall be folly on 

the part of A kalis to confront the govt with all 
their might and threaten with mass movement. 
Let the political " killings and violence be halted 
giving a fair chance to the new govt to improve the 

long startling, 

Sorn£ Loud Thinking on Punjab/ 
Sikh Problem 

It must Wdeciared at the outset the SIKHS 
aren^ri.separatists, . non-terrorists and true Natio- 
n&fistf They are the most wronged and misunder- 
stood community. 

The' Prime Minister seeks cooperation of ai! 
and sundry to solve the PunjabfiSikfa problems but 
is not prepared to listen to the voice of sanity. 
The facts of the history are that the British were 
inclined to grant an independent buffer state 
between India aad Pakistan " to enable the Sikhs to 
have political- feet of their ov. non which they may 
walk into the current world history." Mr. Jinnah 
had also offered a separate Sikh state covering 
teratory between rivers Ravi and Januna provided 
they agreed to federate with Pakistan on four 
central subjects. 

;;'**■** Nehru acknowledged that " the brave 
Sikhs of the Punjab- are entitled to special consider*- 



ticn" and ofted them "semi-autonomous set-up 
M the North, wherein the Sikhs can also experience 
glow of freedom" (July 1946). "It was a declaration, 
a pledge and an undertaking before the world 
in the catuie of *n oath which we, must keep" (9 Dec 
2946). -The vanous territoiies of the Union of 
Mia would be autonomous xmits with residuary 
Powers "-The rights of the Sikh, in Punjab should 
net be jeopardised 4 ' (5 Jan 1947). "Special con^ti. 
tutrjnal measures ate imperative to meet the just 
aspirations and rights of the Sikhs" (July 47) As 
eariy » March IWi.-Mehatma Gandhi has exhorted 
the Sikhs'' to accept my word and resolution of the 
^ongress and prayed •' to unbosom yourself of all 
doubts and apprehensions" giving Purest guarantee 
of good faith- > case the congress betrays them, 
"the Sikba* are brave people. Tbey kno x how to 
safeguard tbeir tight by the exercise of ARMS" 
The Sikhs have been betrayed and having been 
droned some of them have acted on Mabatma 
^andhi s advice and now the congress callY it term 



rism. 



The Sikhs have ignored prophetic warnings of 
Mr.Jmnah that "Yoo have seen Hindus as your 

theit slaves, yot, wi SI tea ii 8e theit true natme." 
They have ignored Mr. Winston Ch UI cuflW ep itfaets 
of Mescals. Rogues and Free-hooters" used for 
congressmen Instate of .11 this an d even earlier 



record of betrayals in the last fenr/five centuries, 
Sikhs preferred to put their lot with the congress. 

But after congress antagonism against Sikhs in 
Nehru Report ©f 1916, policy enunciated fey J.V.F* 
(Jawaharlal, Vallabhai and Pattabhi) '"Report of 
1-4-1949, "not to concede reorfamsstioa of North 
India whatever the merits of euch a piopesa! might 
be Pandit Nehxu openly repudiated ia 1954 the 
solemn ,assutance.s given, to the SaJ&s before 1947 
with remarks that "now circumstances 'have changed/' 
Nehrus interview with correspondent of Times 
London on 2 October 1962 saying that li l would 
rather risk a. civil war than to.- concede the demand/ 
of a separate Punjabi-speaking state ' The latest 
revelations contained ia Mts Gtodhi s book '" MY 
TRUTH . give out * her concern about congress 
found herself in a dilemma*' about conceding Akali 
demand and confessions attnbured to Messrs 
GuTsariLal Nand-a, Sardar Pstel lyenger and Mr 
Mahavir Tyagi All this show without any shadow 
of dOvibt ' that Congress was never honest in its 
intentions for fulfilling any assurances however 
solemnly given to the Sikhs. 

A solution of the Punjab/Sikh problem can be 
reached loday if congress ' acknowledges all the 
factr- 1 of history stated above and .stop confusing 
the real hmm by creating' sea ve about Khaiistan end 

Anandpur Sahib Resolution. : "'It'- should hepuMici- 
ly admitted that- excesses' ' have besa committed 



^gainst the Sikh Community Terms of settlement 

klmil consist of the following; 

DEMANDS OF THE SIKHS 

1. Separate identity of Sikh community was recog. 

nised:. by the Mughals and? the British. It 
. should be granted distinct identity separate from 
Hindis, amending Article 25 in the light of 
Article 2-) of the Constitution. By out-of-propo- 
ration sacrifices Sikhs have a greater claim to 
India Nationhood than members of the majority 
comsranity- 

2. la view of sacrifices and. - sufferings grant 30% 
weightage to Sikh cammunity as granted* to 
Muslim in Nehru Report of 1916, inspite of less 

th?n 2% population. Honour all assurances given 
to Sikhs by Pandit Nehru and Mahatraa Gandhi 

3 Linguistic reorganisation has brought about 
disintegration of the country If Railway can be 

administrated with 5 sone and Army cen 

be administrated with 5 commands, there is no 
reason why India cannot have lesser number of 
administrative units than the present plethora of 
states 22 and 9 Union Territories Abolish Haryana 
and Himachs! Pradesh and allow a semi-auto- 
nomous Punjab between rivers Beas, Sutlaj and 
Jamunsi along with pusajabi speaking "•arefr-- from 
Rajasthan ? federated to India foi four subject — 



Defence, Foreign Affair,, Communications & . 
Currency See .dictionary which India k as m. 
mng ef status can be given toper Coagtitution. 
■It special Fedrationpr Union Jamarn & Kashmir 
under Article 370 why not Punjab, 

4 All Punjabi Hindus eo own their mother-tongue 
Punjabi. Hindi became national language bv 
majority of one single ^ote of Mr Gurimkh Singh 
Musafir, . but is being forced down the throat o- 
non -Hindi speaking people. 

5 Reverse the mocess of dispersion of Sikh popu- 
lation uprooted from Pakistan If 7*as nre-medi 
ated pre-planned and ill-conceived to weaken 
the Sikh Community. » 

6 Release all Sikh prisoners, ail Sikh army deser- 
ters and remove repressive rule from Punjab. 

7. With draw Block Circular issued 'by Central 
Government in 1948 and deiamarory circular 
issued by Army in 1984 regarding Amrit^bari 
Sikhs. 

8 Remove restriction n on wearing of Kirpan by 
Sikhs in Civil and Army. The right . is authors. 
sed in the constitution and Defence Service 
Regnlations. Identify Army of fcers who objec- 
ted to such authorised usage and. punish them. 

9. -Arrange international. Judical Inquiry -into 
Army Action in Golden Temple, repressive rule 
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in Punjab, loot, arson and mass killings of Sikhs 
in Corgress (I) 'mhi states and Dalhi as 
aftermath of Mrs Gandhi's aasassination. 
There can fee no let up in fargetting the past. 
Chances of Inquiry being detiimental to Sikh 
interests.isno excuse for not holding it: Sikh 
community may be annihilated but the truth 
must come out and guilty must be punished to 
restore confidence, 

19, Hold referendum- on representative character 
ot Shiromani Akali Dal« Congres should stop 
,-encoraging and alluring; individuals and sphntei 
groups to deny representative character of the 
. Da?, keeping in mind hirariiiatiiig dehaole at 
Lahore Congress Session in 1922. Thete is a 
Vi-.t of individuals and Sikh aplintei groups who 
are '*Tsnkhahias 4 ' to be dealt by the Panthic 
Court for their an ti- Panthic activities, 

1 1, Congress should stop interfering into, religious 
affairs of the Sikhs. Mahafcma Gandhi had 
prompted .Sikhs, ta take up aims if congress 
betrays them, and ..assurances -ate not inliMled, 
'and sow you cAl it terrorism. Annandpur 
resolution contains nothipg anti-national or 
beyond. Nehru 'S. assurances. Present. Congress 
government is incapable,, of managing affairs 
at-home but is at great pains -to- project iu 
image at interaationa ! U vel Transient success 
of wrong policies "in" Assam/ Punjab Sikkim 



and Kashmir Back-fired in Andbra to humilia- 
tion congress had to suffer: 

12, Congress shall feel uncomfortable with ray 
objective view on problems like (a) referring 
river writer dispute to Scpicrne Court (b) matta- 
gem=nt of irrigation and power p-Tc;ject« to 
vest in the state (c) allotment of heavy industry 
share to Punjab (d) Grant Holy City status 
to Amrit ar (e) Allow installation of high power 
transmitter in Golden Temple at SGPC cost 
(f) Allow SGPC- to adopt All India Gutdwara 
code for historic gurdwaras (g) In the absence 
of common civil code for all Indians 

authorise separate Sikh Personal Law like one 
for Muslims. Sikhs should not be governed 
by Hindu Code at present, (h) grant second 
lengusge status to Punjabi in states neighbouring 
Punjab, (i) Restore qie 1974 quota for Sikhs 
in central and army services, (j) Pre partition 
capitals of Punjab were Lahore/ Simla, post 
paitition were Chandigarh/Simla, having gone 
to Himachal without fuss. Chandigarh should 
go to Punjab without involving Abohar/Fasilka. 
Centre have provided finances of 200 crores 
forltanagar in Northe East why not for Haryana 
If it is not feasible let cosfe of new Haryana 
Capital be shared equally be Centre, Punjab, 
Himachal and Haryana equally at Rs. 50 crores 

each, There was alternative proposal to band 
over Meerut District to Haryana take up . 
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question Sikh 2>feoreies and attached properties 
vvith Pakistan Government- 

Introduce essential reforms by issue of ordi- 
nance by the preside-.it. These are • — 

U) candidate co get over 5©°/© of votes polled 
to get elected. 

(b) sponsor candidates on personal merits from 
lower level, 

(c) provide recall by electors for misbehaviour- 

(d) fix sizes of central and state ministries, in 
proportion to seats in house, 

(e) abolish upper houses in states retaining 
Rajya Sabha at the Centre, 

(f) President- Governors, Lok Pal, Lok Ayukts 

and Election Commissioner should be elected 
directly, 

(g) Re -organise states as Administrative Units 
on the basis of territory area and population, 
all to be of almost un form size instead of pre- 
sent states of giant and pygmy sizes and Union 
Territories Any special ethnic unit to be contai- 
ned as one district, 

(h) Temporary in the censtitution should not be 
extended again and again to become as good as 
permanent. 

(i) Cancel Articles 314 and 370 which are 
discriminatory, 
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(j) Privileges of Scheduled Castes a ad Tribes 
should be based on grounds of ecnoraic back- 
wardness and not on birtb. 

(k) Enforce strict moral code for politicians- 
legislators, governors., ambassadors etc. They 
should be required to declare their assets. 

(0 One and the same person should not hold 
party post as well as an office of agin in the 
government. 

(m) Enforce principle of Federation or Union 
between Centre and State -with Defence. Foreign 
Affairs. Currency and Generd Communications 
as Central Subjects. 

(n) Centre should seldom interfere in;o matters 
of state administration. 

(o) Practice of foisting Governors. Chief 
Ministers and Administrative Officers on States 
from the top should be discontinued. - - 

Captain Har Gobind Singh (Retd) 
7. Gobind Nagar. Dehra Dun (UP). -2 3 Feb' 85 
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